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How to light the 
fire of love with a 

romantic braai this 
Valentine’s Day. The 

Independent on 
Saturday has the 
perfect menu for 
a sizzling supper. 

There are also some 
super ideas on how 
to wow your love in 
and around Durban. 

Don’t miss it!

Councillor in hot water over Essence event

ANC councillor, Futhi 
Maluleka, came under fire 
yesterday after it emerged she 
was a director at Zorka Social 
Lounge, a venue that hosted 
the eThekwini Municipal-
ity-funded Essence “activa-
tion” in October. 

Durban hosted the Essence 
Festival in November. The 
event drew hundreds of  inter-
national and local visitors to 
the city.

An activation is a mini 
event associated with the Es-
sence Festival.

At a sitting of  the Eco-
nomic Development and Plan-
ning Committee at City Hall 
yesterday, DA councillors de-
manded that Maluleka recuse 
herself  from the session until 
discussions about the future 

of  Essence in the city were 
concluded.

Philip Sithole, acting dep-
uty city manager, delivered a  
report to the committee on the 
success of  the festival. 

The question was then put 
to Maluleka on her role in 
Zorka. 

She declined to admit or 
deny she was involved in the 
business.

“I am unaware of  what 
event management decides 
on,” she said.

Maluleka did not recuse 
herself  from the discussions.

Sithole said host venues for 
a number of  sessions during 
the festival were identified be-
fore the local government elec-
tions were held in the municip-
ality in August last year. 

Speaking to the Daily News, 
councillor Nicole Graham, said 

it was public knowledge that 
Maluleka part-owned Zorka So-
cial Lounge. 

“This is a violation of  the 
Municipal Systems Act and we 
requested that she recuse her-
self  from the meeting. It was 
a clear violation of  the law 
in two parts: that Maluleka 
should not benefit from mu-
nicipal business, and that she 
should have declared her inter-
est and left the meeting,” said 
Graham.

She added that the DA 
would lay a complaint with the 
Speaker’s Office.

Meanwhile, the report pre-
sented to councillors revealed 
that the city spent R62.8 mil-
lion on the festival which had 
been slammed by opposition 
parties at the time as poorly 
attended.

The report said 61 022 people 

attended the festival and con-
tributed R215m to the city’s 
GDP.

About 488 “employment 
opportunities” were created.

Sithole said should the city 
host the festival next year, it 
would cost R67.5m.

Nine dogs 
maul 
woman (60)
She was walking to work

A 
60-YEAR-OLD woman 
was mauled to death 
by a pack of  dogs in 
Inchanga yesterday 

morning.
The SPCA  inspectors who 

responded to the incident have 
launched a search for four of  
the nine dogs involved in the 
attack after capturing five of  
them.

Lisa Morck, of  the Kloof  
and Highway SPCA, said their 
trainee inspector, Eric Sima-
mane, received a call that a 
pack of  dogs had attacked and 
fatally wounded a woman.

“He responded immediately 
and along with our inspectors, 
they were able to get five of  the 
nine Africanis dogs. We were 
told to euthanise the dogs by 
the owner’s relative. We are 
working closely with the com-
munity leaders to humanely 
trap and catch the remaining 
four dogs,” said Morck.

The woman was believed 
to have been walking to work 
when she was attacked by the 
pack. 

Captain Nqobile Gwala, 
KwaZulu-Natal police spokes-
person, said an inquest docket 
had been opened at the In-
changa Police Station. 

This is the third such attack 
with only one of  the victims 
surviving. 

On January 14, a toddler 
died after her grandmother’s 
pet turned on her. Ezlin Han-
nah Naidoo, 3, and her brother, 
Tyler, 6, were playing outside 
when they were attacked by 
two dogs, a pit bull and a Rott-
weiler, in Mayville. 

The dogs attacked Tyler 
first and then turned on Ezlin. 
She went into cardiac arrest 
and died at the scene. Tyler 
was taken to hospital in a ser-
ious condition. The two dogs 
and two puppies were removed 
from the property and eu-
thanised by the SPCA.

A week later, James Hag-
gart was attacked by his neigh-
bour’s dogs at his Pinetown 
home. 

Haggart had opened the 
gate for his wife, June, to drive 
in. As he was closing the gate, 
the two Boerbulls attacked 

him. June managed to fight 
off  the dogs and Haggart, 81, 
underwent reconstructive sur-
gery at St Augustine’s Hospital. 

Christine Kuch, of  the 
NSPCA, explained that owners 
were responsible for the be-
haviour of  their dogs and were 
legally responsible if  their dog 
attacked someone.

“Recent court judgments 
have highlighted the need for 
pet and animal owners to be 
aware of  and responsible for 
their animals’ behaviour or 
actions. A case in the Western 
Cape resulted in the owner of  
dogs, kept as security watch-
dogs, being convicted of  at-
tempted murder. 

“The owner was also con-
victed on seven charges of  as-
sault with intent to do grievous 
bodily harm because of  his in-
ability to prevent his dogs from 
carrying out attacks. These 
convictions were made despite 
the fact that the owner of  the 
dogs was not even present 
when the attacks took place 
– but he was considered fully 
accountable,” she said.

Pet owners are encouraged 
to ensure that their properties 
are well-secured at all times 
and that new pets are intro-
duced to relatives to ensure 
good social behaviour. 
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Parrot survives Pinetown home fire
A PINETOWN family lost 
almost everything when a fire 
ripped through their home “in 
a matter of  minutes”.

 “I am still absorbing what 
happened and trying to stay 
strong for everyone in the 
family. Everyone in the family 
is traumatised,” said home-
owner Wayne Naidu.

Naidu said he had left his 
house yesterday to fetch one of  
his daughters from school. On 
his way back, Naidu said he 
received a call from his wife, 
Jenny, who told him their home 
was on fire. 

He initially did not think 
the fire was bad until he ap-
proached his house and could 
see the smoke billowing from 
across the road.

He found the house had 
been gutted by flames and 
paramedics had already ar-
rived. Firefighters arrived 
shortly afterwards. His wife, 
Jenny, was home when the fire 
started.  

She had smelled something 
burning inside the house 
and went to investigate. She 
realised the smell was coming 
from their daughter’s room and 
when she opened the door the 
flames had already engulfed it. 

She quickly ran out to call 
for help. It took just 20 minutes 
for the fire to destroy the ma-
jority of  the home.

“So intense was the fire, the 
paint and plastering came off,” 
he said. 

Naidu, who works from 
home as a deal facilitator for 
vehicles, managed to save some 
of  his office equipment, but 
the family lost most of  their 
possessions in the fire. 

Emergency services were 
able to rescue their 8-month-old 
family pet parrot, Rio, whose 
cage had been singed by the 
fire. Naidu said Rio had been 
inside the house and rescuers 

had reacted promptly.
Naidu said assessors would 

be coming to his home today to 
take a look at the damage.

As firemen put out the fire, 
neighbours were offering as-
sistance to the Naidu family.

Rescue Care’s Garrith Ja-
mieson said: “Just before 2pm 
while Rescue Care Paramedics 
and emergency services were 
attending to an accident scene, 
they noticed thick black smoke 
billowing from a neighbouring 
complex. On investigating fur-
ther, they found a unit in a com-
plex well alight. The Durban 
Fire Department was called to 
assist.” 

MPHATHI NXUMALO

MPL to go on trial over alleged scam
PROVINCIAL member of  Par-
liament, Hassan Motala, is set 
to go on trial in the Durban 
Commercial Crime Court in 
connection with an alleged 
multimillion-rand housing 
“scam”.

Yesterday, State advocate 
Wendy O’Brien said the State 
now had enough evidence to 
set a trial date. 

Motala is facing charges of  
money laundering and fraud 
totalling about R21 million 
that allegedly went into his 
account. 

The money was allegedly 
laundered through his com-

pany, Yuszair Properties, and 
another company, SBK Proper-
ties, owned by his co-accused, 
Phoenix hairstylist Shereeda 
Bibi Khan. 

Khan, who handed herself  
over to police, is currently out 
on R20 000 bail. Motala, an IFP 
MPL, was arrested by the prov-
incial task team last year and 
is out on R50 000 bail. 

He is accused of  being part 
of  a “syndicate” alleged to 
have defrauded victims of  mil-
lions by awarding fake tenders 
for low-cost housing.

The State alleges the vic-
tims thought they were pre-
sented with letters of  the 
awarded tenders. 

Two other accused, Decem-
ber Radebe and Thoko Joyce 
Mgabi, were the first to be ar-
rested in April last year when 
they were found in possession 
of  fraudulent tender agree-
ments and documents, pur-
portedly from the Department 
of  Human Settlements, as well 
as the Richmond, Estcourt, and 
KwaDukuza municipalities. 

Radebe was charged with 
forgery, uttering and fraud, 
while Mgabi was only charged 
with fraud. They are both out 
on R20 000 bail. 

When they appeared briefly 
in the Durban Commercial 
Crimes Court yesterday, the 
matter was adjourned until 

March 14 for a trial date to be 
set. 

The individual complain-
ants believed they would be 
paid procurement fees or com-
missions for introducing mem-
bers of  the public for low-cost 
housing tenders and awards. 

According to the charge 
sheet, Motala allegedly acted 
in common purpose and mis-
represented himself  when he 
presented tender documents 
for many contracts, including 
one worth R158m, in favour of  
Grimmett Construction. 

The contracts were ficti-
tious and not authorised by 
the Department of  Human 
Settlements. 
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WEATHER
DURBAN

TOMORROW
Partly cloudy, 
evening showers 
(30%)

23°/34° 

SUNDAY
Showers (60%)

22°/27° 

TOMORROW
30% showers

20°/33° 

SUNDAY
Showers (60%)

18°/26° 

TODAY
Cloudy, showers 

(60%)

22°/27° 
Discomfort index 30°

TODAY
Cloudy, showers 

(60%)

18°/26° 
Discomfort index 28°

Discomfort index 34°

Discomfort index 29°

Discomfort index 37°

Discomfort index 30°

PIETERMARITZBURG

TEMPERATURES

Empangeni
Kokstad
Ladysmith
Newcastle
Port Shepstone
Richards Bay
Ulundi

Min Max DI
23 29 33
14 25 27
17 28 28
18 27 26
20 25 28
23 29 33
21 30 32

RAINFALL
 DBN PMB
This month  0 0
Month average  113 106
This year  64.4 81
Year average 1 009 844

TIDES
HIGH TIDE: Today 07.05, 19.16 
Tomorrow 08.49, 21.09
LOW TIDE: Today 00.43, 13.11
Tomorrow 02.09, 15.02
Sunset today 18.54
Sunrise tomorrow 05.26
Moonrise 10.35
Moonset 22.33
S COAST
Sea: Calm
Wind: SSE5kt Temp: 26°C
N COAST
Sea: Calm
Wind: SSW10kt Temp: 26°C

www.weathersa.co.za 
THREE-DAY FORECASTS

083 123 0500 (ALL REGIONS)

SANDF soldier 

Thembinkosi Ngcobo, 

who allegedly shot dead a 

woman and fired at three 

other people including 

a policeman, yesterday 

handed himself  over to 

police.

According to SANDF 

Brigadier-General Mafi 

Mgobozi, Ngcobo contacted 

the army offices and told 

them he wanted to hand 

himself  in. 

He had been on the run 

for two days.

Mgobozi said: “Military 

police were dispatched 

to the eBuhleni area in 

Inanda.” Ngcobo was 

accompanied by his 

attorney when he handed 

himself  over to the Inanda 

police, according to 

Mgobozi. 

Girlfriend
On Monday, Ngcobo 

drove more than 1 200km 

from the Upington military 

base military base, in the 

Northen Cape, to Durban, 

to apparently confront his 

girlfriend about rumours 

that she was cheating on 

him. 

He arrived on Tuesday.

Ngcobo who is part 

of  the Eighth South 

African Infantry Battalion 

in Upington allegedly 

confronted his girlfriend’s 

sisters in Inanda and shot 

two of  them, killing one. 

It is also alleged that 

he opened fire on his 

girlfriend’s brother and a 

neighbour. 

He also shot at police 

who had come to the scene. 

Brigadier Jay Naicker, 

provincial police 

spokesperson, confirmed 

the soldier handed himself  

in, saying Ngcobo arrived 

at the station at about 7pm.  

He said Ngcobo will 

be charged with murder, 

attempted murder and 

kidnapping, and would 

appear in court on Monday.

Renegade soldier hands himself over
MPHATHI NXUMALO

SE-ANNE RALL

President welcomes report on 94 deaths
PRESIDENT Jacob Zuma yes-
terday welcomed the report of  
the health ombudsman into 
the deaths of  94 psychiatric 
patients between March and 
December last year. 

They had been transferred 
from Life Healthcare Esidi- 
meni to unlicensed NGOs con-
tracted by the Gauteng Health 
Department. The president 
thanked health ombudsman 
Malegapuru Makgoba.

Zuma would be advised by 
Minister of  Health Aaron Mot-
soaledi on steps to be taken 

to ensure mental health pa-
tients received care, support, 
empathy and expertise.

Makgoba said at least 94 
patients died, instead of  the 
36 reported by Gauteng Health 
MEC Qedani Mahlangu in Sep-
tember.

 Mahlangu quit and will be 
replaced by incumbent Dep-
uty Minister of  Health Gwen 
Ramokgopa. 

Meanwhile, the South Afri-
can Psychoanalytic Confeder-
ation, which represents more 
than 500 mental health practi-

tioners, sympathised with the 
families of  patients who died 
saying the tragedy exposed the 
fatal neglect of  individuals by 
the mental health system and 
the health system as a whole. 

“This tragic incident raises 
questions about how wide-
spread such neglect is, espe-
cially in rural communities. 

“Mental health needs to 
be made a national priority, 
especially regarding people 
suffering from severe mental 
illness,” it said. – Daily News 
Correpondent

Wayne Naidu house on Cheriton Drive in Pinetown was razed yesterday.
INSET: Rio, who survived the blaze. PICTURE: SIBUSISO NDLOVU
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KZN Aids study gets R38m injection

THE South African quest to 
find a cure for HIV/Aids has 
received a shot in the arm after 
Professor Thumbi Ndung’u, a 
scientist at the  University of  
KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN), was 
awarded a R38-million grant 
for his research project.

Ndung’u received the fund-
ing from Gilead Sciences at a 
ceremony in Foster City, Cali-
fornia, recently.

Gilead Sciences is a 
bio-pharmaceutical company 
that, according to its company 
profile, discovers, develops and 
commercialises innovative 
therapeutics in areas of  unmet 
medical need.

The HIV/Aids cure research 
plan is part of  the UKZN pro-
ject titled “The FRESH study: 
Females Rising through Educa-
tion and Health (FRESH) Acute 
HIV Infection Cohort”. 

“The study will generate 
knowledge that will inform 
vaccine development and HIV 
cure strategies and as such 
will help to advance African 
science and fight HIV/Aids,” 

Ndung’u said.
“As an African, I am proud 

to be using the tools of  science 
to attack some of  the most sig-
nificant global public health 
problems today and to help 
develop the next generation of  
globally competitive African 
scientists,” he said. 

Ndung’u won the grant after 
entering his research project 
into a global competition.

Ndung’u said he and his 
colleagues would study the im-
mune responses against HIV 
to understand whether early 
treatment could improve the 
quality of  immune responses 

to an extent that the immune 
responses could then elimin-
ate the virus or control it for a 
long time without the need for 
antiretroviral drugs. 

He said they recruited high-
risk females and provided them 
with social services, such as an 
empowerment curriculum that 
would reduce their vulnerabil-
ity to acquiring HIV. 

“Through education and the 
acquisition of  relevant skills, 
we hope to mitigate some of  the 
circumstances that put them at 
risk. Patients are screened and 
if  infected, we initiate an inter-
vention to treat and help them, 
but also to answer pressing sci-
entific questions that will lead 
to a vaccine or cure,” he said.

The long-term goal was to 
see if  early treatment could 
augment immune responses, 
which would be important for 
the development of  an effect-
ive vaccine, or achieve long-
term viral suppression without 
drugs, Ndung’u said.

He described his pro-
gramme as unique in that it 
combined social empowerment 
and basic science. 

LUTHO PASIYA

THUMBI NDUNG’U

Department rolls out sanitary towels
THE KwaZulu-Natal Depart-
ment of  Education has 
launched a programme to give 
free sanitary towels to dis-
advantaged schoolgirls.

Muzi Mahlambi, provincial 
Education spokeserson, said 
the programme was launched 
in November in the iLembe 
district and distribution only 
started at the beginning of  this 
year.

He said the department 

would supply more than 3 000 
schools, which had already 
been identified.

“Children from poor back-
grounds lose school days be-
cause they cannot afford sani-
tary towels. 

“This also causes pupils to 
drop out of  school as they can-
not cope very well with the 
intimidation they receive from 
their friends. 

“We are trying to eliminate 

that,” Mahlambi said. 
“We also want to urge or-

ganisations, churches and 
other people to continue do-
nating toiletries to pupils so 
they can concentrate on their 
studies”, he said.

Mahlambi said the distribu-
tion of  the sanitary pads would 
be done in a dignified manner, 
where the schools would decide 
on the amount of  packets they 
need. – Daily News Reporter

•

Romantic getaway up for grabs


