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T
ENSIONS ran high 
at a public meeting in 
Westville last night 
to address the recent 

surge in violent crime in the 
area, with community policing 
forum chairman Mike Myers  
saying that the current West-
ville SAPS management was 
not equipped to deal with the 
situation.

“Crime is out of  control 
right now,” Myers said.

The current station com-
mander at Westville police 
station was acting, Myers 
said, and there had not been a 
permanent station command-
er there for 21 months.

He said morale at the sta-
tion was low, that there were 
pending internal grievances 
with the station management 
and that there were not enough 
resources.

“There also has been no 
crime threat lodged at a prov-
incial level. If  there had been, 
we wouldn’t be in the situation 
we are in,” Myers said.

Westville has been struck 
by a wave of  violent attacks in 
recent month.

In September, 35-year-old 
Gary Mackay was killed try-
ing to protect his wife and two 
young children during a home 
invasion.

Hijacking

Then in November, Paresh 
Bodalia, 46, was gunned down 
in front of  his 6-year-old twins 
during an attempted hijacking 
at the front gate to his property.

Last Monday, a resident 
was shocked, burnt and beaten 
when a gang of  house robbers 
– disguised as tilers – held him, 
and labourers who were work-
ing on his property at the time, 
hostage for two hours.

Last Tuesday, there were a 
reported five housebreakings 
and one hijacking in the area, 
with a member of  the local 
neighbourhood watch narrow-
ly escaping injury when he 
was shot at while approaching 
one of  the crime scenes.

Then on Saturday morning, 
ADT response officer Themba 

Mqikwa was shot and killed 
while responding to an alarm 
that went off  at a property in 
Matapan Drive.

Last night’s meeting was 
attended by more than 600 
residents.

Westville Central repre-
sentative Anne Mahomed said 
the community was living in 
fear.

“We are prisoners in our 
own home,” she said.

She had been a victim of  
crime in recent weeks and she 
said she did not want her chil-
dren to live the way they were. 

“They sleep with cricket 
bats under their beds; we have 
a private guard in our premis-

es,” she said. 
The general attitude among 

members of  the community 
last night was that they wanted 
more police – from both Metro 
and SAPS – on the ground and 
they wanted them now.

Deputy mayor Fawzia Peer, 
who hosted the meeting, an-
nounced that she wanted to 
put together a “community 
group”.

But when members of  
the crowd asked what this 
community group would be 
expected to do, she did not 
provide details and the crowd 
became upset.

Peer also said she wanted to 
install more metro-monitored 

CCTV cameras in the suburb 
and install a satellite police sta-
tion in the area. 

It is understood there are al-
ready three metro-monitored 
CCTV cameras in Westville, 

but only two of  them are work-
ing.
bernadette.wolhuter@inl.co.za
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KIWIS COME TO KZN

Malema flays Mkhwebane, rues EFF backing

THE EFF has come out guns 
blazing against Public Protect-
or Busisiwe Mkhwebane and 
accused her of  destroying that 
office. The EFF said it regret-
ted its decision to back Mkh-
webane into the job last year, 
adding that they were working 
on a plan to remover her.

EFF leader Julius Malema 
said yesterday they should 
have listened when they were 
told Mkhwebane was planted 
by the ANC.

They chose to give her a 
chance, but the Public Protect-
or’s action seems to confirm 
the accusations against her.

The DA raised the issue of  
a spy when Mkhwebane was 
interviewed by Parliament 

last year, but Malema 
said they were giving 
her the benefit of  the 
doubt.

Yesterday, the Pub-
lic Protector’s office re-
fused to be drawn into 
the EFF’s or the DA’s 
allegations or views 
about the CIEX report 
which has pointed out 
suspicions over Mkhwebane’s 
handling of  the report into the 
South African Reserve Bank’s 
financial rescue of  Bankorp 
during the apartheid era.

Malema said they were 
looking into plans to rescue the 
Office of  the Public Protector 
and remove Mkhwebane.

Malema said Mkhwebwane 
had failed to defend the Office 
of  the Public Protector.

“We must stop call-
ing her the public pro-
tector and start calling 
her the state protector,” 
he said.

He said the party 
waited for the DA to 
take Mkhwebane to 
court to prove its sus-
picions. The EFF also 
said it rejected what it 

termed as disingenuous pol-
itical campaigns such as the 
“Absa Pay Back the Money” 
forum, which they say is a 
Gupta and state security 
sponsored campaign aimed 
at saving the “kleptocratic  
statuesque”.

Mkhwebane’s spokes-
man Oupa Segalwe said they 
wouldn’t comment on the 
leaked report into Absa.

He said parties who felt 
aggrieved had until the 
end of  next month to com-
ment on the provision-
al findings of  the report.  
Meanwhile, the MK Veterans 
Association has called for a ju-
dicial commission of  inquiry 
to be established. 

MKMVA chairman Kebby 
Maphatsoe questioned why 
at the dawn of  democracy an 
audit into the “fraudulent ac-
tivities” of  the loan was not 
been undertaken. 

“The wealth that made a 
few white families rich and 
buttressed white privilege 
was not just a case of  excellent 
entrepreneurship. It was braz-
en fraud deliberately commit-
ted to impoverish the indigen-
ous people,” he said. 

Noni Mokati

Local 
prof gets 
$2.8m 
to fight 
Aids

A PROFESSOR at the Univer-
sity of  KwaZulu-Natal was 
one of  12 worldwide to receive 
a sought-after grant from US 
biotechnology company Gilead 
Sciences to further the fight 
against Aids. 

Professor Thumbi Ndung’u, 
based at the Sub-Saharan 
African Network for TB/HIV 
Research Excellence (Santhe), 
was the only recipient based in 
South Africa to be given a por-
tion of  the total $22m (R298m) 
Gilead gave to fund projects by 
leading academic institutions, 
NPOs and 
c o m m u n i t y 
groups. 

He was 
given $2.8m 
to fund an 
ongoing re-
search project 
entitled “The 
FRESH study: 
Females Ris-
ing through 
E d u c a t i o n , 
Support and Health (FRESH) 
Acute HIV Infection Cohort”.

Ndung’u said he was excit-
ed by what the grant could do 
for the project. 

“The study will generate 
knowledge that will inform 
vaccine development and HIV 
cure strategies and, as such, 
will help to advance African 
science and fight HIV/Aids.”

He said the FRESH study 
had been in progress for three 
years. 

“It identifies women with 
acute HIV infection, as early 
as possible following infection. 
Study participants are then 
started on antiretroviral ther-
apy immediately.”

The aim, Ndung’u said, 
was to measure the “viral res-
ervoir” to see where the virus 
hides and, from there, try to 
understand why it is so diffi-
cult to cure. 

Researchers also want to 
see whether early treatment 
makes it easier to eradicate the 
virus. 

Ndung’u said the study had 
an element of  social empower-
ment. 

“We recruit high-risk fe-
males, providing them with 
social services in the form of  
an empowerment curriculum, 
thereby reducing their vulner-
ability to acquiring HIV.” 

He said researchers hoped 
to lessen the risks the women 
faced through education. 

The awarding of  the 
grant follows Ndung’u’s  
election as a member of  the 
Academy of  Science of  South 
Africa in November last year. 

While he does not lecture 
at UKZN, Ndung’u mentors a 
number of  students. 

He is Santhe’s programme 
director, as well as director 
of  the HIV Pathogenesis Pro-
gramme. He is also head of  
a laboratory at the African 
Health Research Institute, 
which is based at UKZN. 

Mercury Reporter

Thousands of job 
losses worry Cosatu
THE Congress of  South Af-
rican Trade Unions (Cosatu) 
says it is deeply concerned by 
the jobs losses in a number of  
economic sectors.

This comes after Anheus-
er-Busch InBev (AB InBev), 
the world’s largest brewer, 
began a voluntary severance 
programme reportedly to let 
more than 1 000 managers go 
in South African operations 
following its $98.38 billion take-
over of  SABMiller last year.

Cosatu yesterday called on 
the government to do some-
thing about unemployment 
and put measures in place to 
stem the tide of  ongoing re-
trenchments.

“We are troubled by the 
reports that AB InBev has 
offered voluntary severance 
packages to some of  its middle 
managers, despite its commit-
ments on post-merger employ-
ment,” Cosatu said.

“This follows Anglogold 
Ashanti’s announcement that 
it plans to retrench 849 workers 
in all its operations in South 
Africa; and the jobs carnage 
currently taking place in the 
poultry industry.” 

Cosatu said it had been 
warning that while invest-
ment in South Africa through 
mergers and acquisitions had 
increased, these investments 
had resulted in the loss of  jobs 
over time in the acquired com-
panies.

“While foreign direct in-
vestment is to be welcomed, it 
has a negative impact on the 
economy, in particular through 
repatriation of  profits, for 
instance the payment of  divi-
dends.”

Cosatu said the jobs crisis 
called for an activist govern-
ment.

“The government needs to 
find ways of  dismantling the 
legacy of  concentration and 
domination of  the South Afri-
can economy by a few firms, 
and that has left very little 
space for SA small firms to 
succeed and create jobs for the  
9 million unemployed workers.

“Cosatu wants to see gov-
ernment addressing the issue 
of  high administered prices 
such as electricity and trans-
port costs and the non-avail-
ability of  cheap finance for 
small businesses.” – ANA

THUMBI 
NDUNG’U

‘CRIME IS OUT OF CONTROL RIGHT NOW’

Tempers fly at Westville crime indaba
Bernadette Wolhuter

A 75-YEAR-old driver was 
seriously injured in an 
apparent hijacking in New 
Germany yesterday morning.

ER24 spokesman Russel 
Meiring said paramedics 
found the man lying in the 
road with several gunshot 
wounds. “Paramedics 
quickly assessed the man and 
found that he had sustained 

gunshot wounds to his ankle, 
leg and abdomen and was 
in a critical condition,” said 
Meiring.

The patient was given 
advanced life support 
treatment before being 
transported to the Hillcrest 
Hospital. 

Police spokesman Thulani 
Zwane said the man’s vehicle 

was hijacked and he was 
robbed of  his firearm by two 
unknown gunmen.   

“The suspects fled and the 
victim was taken to hospital,” 
said Zwane.

A case of  car hijacking 
was opened at Pinetown 
police station. No arrests 
have been made. – Mercury 
Reporter

Hijackers shoot driver, 75, in New Germany

Clifton head to retire
CLIFTON headmaster 
Brian Mitchell is hang-
ing up his hat and call-
ing it a day after 15 years 
at the prestigious Mor-
ningside boys’ school.

Mitchell will retire 
at the end of  this year. 

Next year the school 
will welcome David 
Knowles, the current 
headmaster of  St Stithian’s 
Boys College in Johannesburg. 

Clifton said in a statement 
announcing Knowles’ appoint-
ment yesterday that he had 29 
years of  experience in boys’ 
education. The school also said 
that Knowles was “no stranger 
to KwaZulu-Natal, having been 
a housemaster at Kearsney 
College before taking up the 
post of  deputy headmaster at 
St Stithian’s – a position he has 

held for six years”.
Knowles was pro-

moted to headmaster of  
St  Stithian’s in 2007. He 
has an honours degree 
in history from Rhodes 
University and special-
ises in teaching English 
and History. 

“He is passionate 
about sport and is also 

extensively involved in in-
dependent education, having 
served on the National Coun-
cil of  both the Independent 
Schools Association of  South 
Africa and the SA  Heads of  
Independent Schools Associ-
ation,” Clifton said. 

He was also the vice-presi-
dent of  the International Boys’ 
School Coalition in Africa, the 
school added. – Mercury Re-
porter
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Goodbye to ‘Allo ‘Allo! actor Kaye
LONDON: Gorden Kaye, the actor 
best known for his role in the BBC 
sitcom ‘Allo ‘Allo!, has died aged 75. 
The Bafta-nominated star passed 
away at a care home yesterday 
morning.

Kaye is best known for playing 
cafe owner René Artois in the 
popular 80s show which is set 
in a small-town café in German-

occupied France during World 
War 2 and follows the fictional 
escapades of resistance fighters.

He appeared in all 84 episodes of 
the sitcom and 1 200 performances 
of the stage version. His last screen 
role was in the BBC show Revolver 
in 2004.

Tributes to the actor have poured 
in on Twitter. – The Independent

Members of the New Zealand netball squad arrive at King Shaka International Airport 
yesterday for the Quad Series also involving South Africa, Australia and England. Matches 
will be played at Durban’s International Convention Centre on Saturday and Tuesday. 
Tickets for the matches are available at Computicket with prices ranging from R20 to 
R200. PICTURE: SIBUSISO NDLOVU

Trump 
scraps 
trade 
deal
WASHINGTON: The US 
is withdrawing from the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(TPP) trade deal, according to 
an executive order issued by 
US President Donald Trump 
yesterday.

With the press pool in the 
Oval Office, he signed and held 
up the document, calling it a 
“great thing for the American 
worker”.

Negotiated under former 
president Barack Obama, the 
deal was never submitted to 
Congress for ratification. 

It would have been the lar-
gest trade pact, as measured by 
gross domestic product of  the 
12 intended member countries, 
in the Americas and Asia.

The order is part of  the 
plans that Trump had outlined 
for his first 100 days. 

“We’ve been talking about 
this for a long time,” he said 
during the signing.

Earlier yesterday, he de-
scribed plans to improve 
the business climate by cut-
ting corporate income taxes 
and slashing unproductive  
regulations.

Wave

Trump said he was seek-
ing “fair trade” for the US and 
predicted that manufacturers 
would return to the US in large 
numbers.

“It’s going to be a wave,” he 
told reporters during a meet-
ing with business leaders.

During his election cam-
paign, Trump similarly vowed 
to cancel or renegotiate the 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement with Canada and 
Mexico.

He said that some countries 
maintained higher barriers to 
US exports than the US impos-
es on imports. 

“I don’t call that free trade,” 
Trump said.

He issued a warning for US 
companies considering out-
sourcing: “If  you go to another 
country, we are going to be im-
posing a very major border tax 
on that product when it comes 
in. I think we’re going to have 
a tremendous amount of  busi-
ness coming back,” Trump 
said.

“We want to start mak-
ing our products again. That 
doesn’t mean that we don’t 
trade, because we do trade.”

US Senator John McCain, 
of  Arizona, a member of  the 
conservative Republican 
Party that nominated Trump 
for president, blasted the for-
mal withdrawal as a “serious  
mistake”.

“This decision will forfeit 
the opportunity to promote 
American exports, reduce 
trade barriers, open new mar-
kets, and protect American 
invention and innovation,” he 
said. “It will create an open-
ing for China to rewrite the 
economic rules of  the road 
at the expense of  American  
workers.”– dpa

Dubai’s novel 
approach to 
fighting fires
DUBAI: Firefighters in Dubai 
have been given water jetpacks 
to fight fires from the city’s 
waterways.

The “Dolphin” device is a 
jet ski equipped with a jetpack 
and firehose which allows fire-
fighters to tackle blazes along 
the city’s extensive shoreline.

Dubai suffers from heavy 
traffic, which response teams 
have previously had to fight 
their way through to get to the 

scene of  an emergency.
The city’s civil defence unit 

hopes the innovative piece 
of  kit will save a significant 
amount of  time by avoiding 
the roads altogether.

A video shows a firefighter 
going straight to an emergency 
scene on a jet ski and strapping 
into the jetpack which uses 
water pressure to elevate him 
above the blaze. The firefight-
er then tackles the fire with a 
hose attached to the device. 

The waterways also provide 
an unlimited source of  water 
to propel the device and fight 
the fire. – The Independent

Watch the video at  
http://iol.io/bbsn3
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Westville residents gather at Truro Hall last night to discuss the escalating crime situation in the area. PICTURE: SIBUSISO NDLOVU


